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School Litter Audit Example
	Areas to look into
	Examples
	Our School

	Would you consider litter to be a big problem in your school? 
	Perhaps the problem is a serious one with there being litter around most of the time.

The problem may not be too bad but could still be improved or perhaps you are really lucky and have a more or less litter free playground.
	

	Does your school have a clear anti-litter policy that everybody is aware of? 
	1. We do not throw litter.

2. We use the litter bins in our school.

3. We have reduced our litter.

4. We have carried out litter surveys.

5. We remind everybody to use the bins.

6. We encourage everybody to put litter in the bins.

7. We give good example to everybody in our school.

8. We leave our school as we would like to find it.

9. There are plenty of bins in our school so there is no excuse. 

10. Everyday after play we all make sure our school is a litter free zone.


	

	Do you think there are enough bins inside the school building? 
	Even if there are some you may find that there are not enough or perhaps in the wrong places. Are you finding overflowing bins in some areas yet some bins with hardly any rubbish in other areas? 
	

	Do you think there are enough bins in the school grounds? 
	Even if there are some you may find that there are not enough or perhaps in the wrong places. Are you finding overflowing bins in some areas yet some bins with hardly any rubbish in other areas? The most common place to find litter is on or around the football pitches are generally there aren’t any bins there and people don’t want to stop playing to find a bin. 
	

	Do you think the bins in the school are adequate? 
	Do you think the bins are big enough? Do they keep the litter in when its windy? Do you think character bins of brightly colored bins would encourage younger pupils to use the bins.
	

	Why do you think its important not to drop litter? 

	There are hidden dangers to wildlife and pets in household refuse which, if disposed of irresponsibly, can cause injury and suffering.  Scraps of food remaining in discarded cans and jars may tempt hedgehogs and other animals to investigate; they may squeeze their heads into the container but all too often they then get stuck.  

To ensure the well being of our pets and wildlife, litter should be disposed of safely and responsibly: 

• Plastic bags – these can trap and suffocate animals that climb inside.  Tie a knot in the bag and dispose of them appropriately in litter bins, or, alternatively, recycle them.  
• Tin cans – these can cut and trap animals. If it is not possible to recycle your cans, remove the lid completely, drop it into the bottom of the can and pinch the top of the can shut. 
• Yoghurt pots – animals can get their heads stuck inside.  Remove the lids completely and squash together the pots. 

• All food containers that are thrown away should be washed prior to being discarded, so as to reduce the chance of attracting animals. 

• Plastic drinks can holders (four plastic rings) – these ‘four pack’ can holders can easily become tangled up around animals or even strangle them.  Cut the loops holding the binding together before you throw them away.  Alternatively, purchase drinks with a cardboard carrying box that can be recycled. 

• Glass – this can cause serious injuries to both animals and people.  It should never be left lying around.  Glass bottles can be recycled.  Plastic bottles can also be recycled, but if this is not possible, cut the bottles in half before you throw them away – this will stop small animals becoming trapped inside. 

Other articles that are hazardous to animals include: 

• Elastic bands – these can trap and entangle animals.  Please cut them up before you put them in the bin. 

• Solvents and sump oil – can pollute streams and rivers if they are poured down the drain.  Some garages have collection points for sump oil, which can then be recycled. 

• Unwanted fishing tackle – hooks, lines etc can seriously injure and even kill water birds and other animals.


	


	Do you have any other comments on litter or how to improve the problem? 




